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Auditor General’s report and audit opinion 
I certify that I have completed the audit of the Annual Return for the year ended 31 
March 2026 of Esclusham Community Council. My audit has been conducted on 
behalf of the Auditor General for Wales and in accordance with the requirements of 
the Public Audit (Wales) Act 2004 (the 2004 Act) and guidance issued by the Auditor 
General for Wales. 

Audit opinion: Qualified 

Except for the matters reported below in my Basis for Qualification, on the basis of 
my audit, in my opinion no matters have come to my attention to give cause for 
concern that, in any material respect, the information reported in this Annual Return: 
• has not been prepared in accordance with proper practices; 
• that relevant legislative and regulatory requirements have not been met; 
• is not consistent with the Council’s governance arrangements; and 
• that the Council does not have proper arrangements in place to secure 

economy, efficiency and effectiveness in its use of resources. 

Basis of Qualification 

Annual Governance Statement 

In my opinion, the Annual Governance Statement is not consistent with the Council’s 
internal controls and governance arrangements for the year:  
• Assertion 3: The Council asserts that it has electronically published all 

information it is required to publish by law. However, the Council does not 
publish: 
 Its annual accounts and annual governance statements along with he 

Auditor General’s qualified audit reports 
 A register of members’ interests 
 Minutes of any meetings held since March 2026 or details of decisions 

made  
 Agendas for meetings. 

• Assertion 6: The Council asserts that it has put in place an adequate system of 
internal control. However, the Internal Auditor highlighted failures to approve 
payments in accordance with proper procedures.  

• Assertion 6 and 9: The Council asserts that it put in pace proper arrangements 
for the approval of accounts and for the exercise of electors’ rights to inspect 
the accounts. However: 
 The Council did not approve the accounts by 30 June 2026 and did not 

publish the required notice explaining the delay 
 The Council published its notice of electors’ rights on 13 July 2026 with the 

20 day inspection period commencing on 13 July. The Accounts and Audit 
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(Wales) Regulations require the Council to publish the notice at least 14 
days before the inspection period commences. 

Other matters and recommendations 

I draw the Council’s attention to the following matters and recommendations which 
do not affect my audit opinion but should be addressed by the Council.  

Meeting agendas 

The Council’s website states that meeting agendas can be obtained by the public on 
application to the clerk and that the agendas are available two days before the 
meetings.  

This arrangement is unlawful. The agendas must be published three clear days 
before the meeting. The agendas must also be published electronically. 

We recommend that the Council takes immediate steps to redress the serious 
failings in transparency due to its lack of publication of information.  

There are no further matters I wish to draw to the Council’s attention. 

 

  
Richard Harries, Director, Audit Wales  
For and on behalf of the Auditor General for Wales  
 

Date: 27/10/2026 
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