ESCLUSHAM COMMUNITY COUNCIL
Minutes: Council Meeting Monday 8th January 2024  
Present: Cllrs Phil Penk, Glen Bellamy, Mark Pritchard, Val Morgan, Jean Kelly, Nicci Davies-Williams, Graham Blackmore, Nat Cargius, Darcy Davies-Williams, Claire Luckock, Mabyn Pickering, & Gemma Richards
Apologies: Cllrs Richard Elias, John Perkins & Sarah Love
PRELIMINARIES - None
FINANCE COMMITTEE 
Chair : Cllr Claire Luckock (Vice Chair Finance)
Agenda Items
1.
Apologies – Cllrs Richard Elias, John Perkins & Sarah Love
2.
Chair’s announcements – Cllr Luckock wished a speedy recovery to the Chair of Finance, Cllr Richard Elias, who is currently in hospital.
3.
Declaration of interest – None
4.
Ratification of minutes from the meeting of Monday 11th December 2023  – unanimously ratified 
5.
Members’ Items - None
6.
Bank Transactions  



Current Account (06/12/2023 > 03/01/2024)
Current A/C                                                          Date                      Chq                      Exp                Inc                  Balance
	Transfer from business savings 
	29-Nov-23
	
	
	7,000.00
	13,135.62

	Hafren Dyfrdwy - water
	6-Nov-23
	D/D
	189.10
	
	12,946.52

	Transfer to Imprest
	6-Nov-23
	Auto tfr
	307.44
	
	12,639.08

	Transfer to Imprest
	9-Nov-23
	Auto tfr
	801.08
	
	11,838.00

	Transfer to Imprest
	10-Nov-23
	Auto tfr
	86.24
	
	11,751.76

	Transfer to Imprest
	13-Nov-23
	Auto tfr
	307.44
	
	11,444.32

	British Gas (Parish Hall - Sept/Oct)
	14-Nov-23
	D/D
	289.15
	
	11,155.17

	Transfer to Imprest
	15-Nov-23
	Auto tfr
	300.22
	
	10,854.95

	Southern Electric (street lighting)
	20-Nov-23
	D/D
	637.70
	
	10,217.25

	Transfer to Imprest
	20-Nov-23
	Auto tfr
	307.44
	
	9,909.81

	Transfer to Imprest
	21-Nov-23
	Auto tfr
	244.44
	
	9,665.37

	BT
	27-Nov-23
	D/D
	98.57
	
	9,566.80

	Transfer to Imprest
	27-Nov-23
	Auto tfr
	1,197.44
	
	8,369.36

	Transfer to Imprest
	28-Nov-23
	Auto tfr
	101.21
	
	8,268.15

	Transfer to Imprest
	1-Dec-23
	Auto tfr
	161.04
	
	8,107.11

	WCBC (commercial refuse)  
	1-Dec-23
	D/D
	81.25
	
	8,025.86

	Gallagher Insurance (Insce renewal 2023/24)
	12-Dec-23
	4835
	3,122.24
	
	4,903.62

	Viking (stationery)
	12-Dec-23
	4836
	80.69
	
	4,822.93

	Country Buffets (Snr Citizens Christmas party)
	12-Dec-23
	4837
	1,017.50
	
	3,805.43

	JRB Enterprise (4,000  poop scoop bags)
	12-Dec-23
	4838
	74.88
	
	3,730.55

	Transfer from business savings 
	15-Dec-23
	
	
	8,000.00
	11,730.55

	Viking (stationery - inc 1st & 2nd class stamps)
	20-Dec-23
	4839
	133.36
	
	11,597.19

	Bryn Jones (December salary)
	20-Dec-23
	4840
	1,779.01
	
	9,818.18


Imprest Account (06/12/2023 > 03/01/2024)
Imprest A/C                                                                     Date                         Chq                      Exp                Inc                   Balance
	Transfer to cash
	6-Nov-23
	1923
	100.00
	
	-2,180.36

	Transfer from current
	2-Oct-23
	Auto tfr
	
	307.44
	-1,872.92

	Transfer from current
	3-Oct-23
	Auto tfr
	
	679.26
	-1,193.66

	Transfer from current
	4-Oct-23
	Auto tfr
	
	18.00
	-1,175.66

	Transfer from current
	9-Oct-23
	Auto tfr
	
	307.44
	-868.22

	Transfer from current
	12-Oct-23
	Auto tfr
	
	95.18
	-773.04

	Transfer from current
	13-Oct-23
	Auto tfr
	
	60.44
	-712.60

	Transfer from current
	16-Oct-23
	Auto tfr
	
	307.44
	-405.16

	Transfer from current
	17-Oct-23
	Auto tfr
	
	146.12
	-259.04

	Transfer from current
	19-Oct-23
	Auto tfr
	
	750.43
	491.39

	Transfer from current
	20-Oct-23
	Auto tfr
	
	71.97
	563.36

	Transfer from current
	23-Oct-23
	Auto tfr
	
	307.44
	870.80

	Transfer from current
	24-Oct-23
	Auto tfr
	
	98.14
	968.94

	Transfer from current
	27-Oct-23
	Auto tfr
	
	141.68
	1,110.62

	Transfer from current
	30-Oct-23
	Auto tfr
	
	307.44
	1,418.06

	Transfer from current
	31-Oct-23
	Auto tfr
	
	154.45
	1,572.51

	Transfer from current
	1-Nov-23
	Auto tfr
	
	132.73
	1,705.24

	L Breeze (wk 32)
	13-Nov-23
	S/O
	153.72
	
	1,551.52

	D Jenkins (wk 32)
	13-Nov-23
	S/O
	153.72
	
	1,397.80

	D Jenkins (wk 32 o/t)
	13-Nov-23
	1924
	300.22
	
	1,097.58

	L Breeze (wk 33)
	20-Nov-23
	S/O
	153.72
	
	943.86

	D Jenkins (wk 33)
	20-Nov-23
	S/O
	153.72
	
	790.14

	L Breeze (wk 33 o/t)
	20-Nov-23
	1925
	112.38
	
	677.76

	D Jenkins (wk 33 o/t)
	20-Nov-23
	1926
	132.06
	
	545.70

	E R Howkins t/a Garden Gaffer (inv - 064) 
	20-Nov-23
	1927
	790.00
	
	-244.30

	L Breeze (wk 34)
	27-Nov-23
	S/O
	153.72
	
	-398.02

	D Jenkins (wk 34)
	27-Nov-23
	S/O
	153.72
	
	-551.74

	L Breeze (wk 34 o/t)
	27-Nov-23
	1928
	161.04
	
	-712.78

	D Jenkins (wk 34 o/t)
	27-Nov-23
	1929
	101.21
	
	-813.99

	Cheque destroyed - error
	27-Nov-23
	1930
	0.00
	
	-813.99

	L Breeze (wk 35)
	4-Dec-23
	S/O
	153.72
	
	-967.71

	D Jenkins (wk 35)
	4-Dec-23
	S/O
	153.72
	
	-1,121.43

	L Breeze (wk 35 o/t)
	4-Dec-23
	1931
	134.81
	
	-1,256.24

	D Jenkins (wk 35 o/t)
	4-Dec-23
	1932
	140.72
	
	-1,396.96

	Transfer to cash 
	4-Dec-23
	1933
	840.00
	
	-2,236.96

	Transfer from current
	6-Nov-23
	Auto tfr
	
	307.44
	-1,929.52

	Transfer from current
	9-Nov-23
	Auto tfr
	
	801.08
	-1,128.44

	Transfer from current
	10-Nov-23
	Auto tfr
	
	86.24
	-1,042.20

	Transfer from current
	13-Nov-23
	Auto tfr
	
	307.44
	-734.76

	Transfer from current
	15-Nov-23
	Auto tfr
	
	300.22
	-434.54

	Transfer from current
	20-Nov-23
	Auto tfr
	
	307.44
	-127.10

	Transfer from current
	21-Nov-23
	Auto tfr
	
	244.44
	117.34

	Transfer from current
	27-Nov-23
	Auto tfr
	
	1,197.44
	1,314.78

	Transfer from current
	28-Nov-23
	Auto tfr
	
	101.21
	1,415.99

	Transfer from current
	1-Dec-23
	Auto tfr
	
	161.04
	1,577.03

	HMRC (5 Dec)
	11-Dec-23
	1934
	953.88
	
	623.15

	Transfer to cash 
	11-Dec-23
	1935
	120.00
	
	503.15

	L Breeze (wk 36)
	11-Dec-23
	S/O
	153.72
	
	349.43

	D Jenkins (wk 36)
	11-Dec-23
	S/O
	153.72
	
	195.71

	L Breeze (wk 36 o/t)
	11-Dec-23
	1936
	244.12
	
	-48.41

	D Jenkins (wk 36 o/t)
	11-Dec-23
	1937
	249.64
	
	-298.05

	L Breeze (wk 37)
	18-Dec-23
	S/O
	153.72
	
	-451.77

	D Jenkins (wk 37)
	18-Dec-23
	S/O
	153.72
	
	-605.49

	L Breeze (wk 37 o/t)
	18-Dec-23
	1938
	176.62
	
	-782.11

	D Jenkins (wk 37 o/t & tax refund)
	18-Dec-23
	1939
	83.75
	
	-865.86

	Transfer to cash 
	21-Dec-23
	1940
	100.00
	
	-965.86

	L Breeze (wk 38)
	25-Dec-23
	S/O
	153.72
	
	-1,119.58

	D Jenkins (wk 38)
	25-Dec-23
	S/O
	153.72
	
	-1,273.30

	L Breeze (wk 38 tax refund)
	27-Dec-23
	1941
	5.00
	
	-1,278.30

	D Jenkins (wk 38 tax refund)
	27-Dec-23
	1942
	17.80
	
	-1,296.10

	L Breeze (wk 39)
	1-Jan-24
	S/O
	153.72
	
	-1,449.82

	D Jenkins (wk 39)
	1-Jan-24
	S/O
	153.72
	
	-1,603.54

	D Jenkins (wk 39 tax refund)
	2-Jan-24
	1943
	18.00
	
	-1,621.54


7. 
Cash Transactions
Petty Cash Account (06/12/2023 > 03/01/2024)
Petty Cash A/C                                                           Date                  Rec No              Exp                 Inc             Balance           Bank
	Transfer from Imprest 
	6-Nov-23
	
	
	100.00
	196.39
	

	Katy Thomas (bugler - Rem Sunday) £40
	10-Nov-23
	
	40.00
	
	156.39
	

	Refreshments for Remembrance Sunday 
	13-Nov-23
	
	48.99
	
	107.40
	

	Bouquet of flowers - Cllr S L re bereavement
	28-Nov-23
	
	25.00
	
	82.40
	

	Donation in lieu of wreath - via Cllrs JK (SL)
	4-Dec-23
	
	20.00
	
	62.40
	

	Transfer from Imprest 
	4-Dec-23
	
	
	840.00
	902.40
	

	Hops & Barley (drinks for Snr Citizens party)
	8-Dec-23
	
	727.30
	
	175.10
	

	Bingo prizes (for Christmas party)
	8-Dec-23
	
	80.00
	
	95.10
	

	Transfer from Imprest 
	11-Dec-23
	
	
	120.00
	215.10
	

	Bookers (supplies Christmas party) > via JK
	11-Dec-23
	
	100.96
	
	114.14
	

	WCBC - TEN Senior Citizens Party > via Clerk
	11-Dec-23
	
	21.00
	
	93.14
	

	Sweets > Santa Sleigh visit > via GB   
	11-Dec-23
	
	15.00
	
	78.14
	

	Stamps (6 x 2nd) purchasd by RE
	11-Dec-23
	
	
	4.50
	82.64
	

	Transfer from Imprest 
	21-Dec-23
	
	
	100.00
	182.64
	

	Craig Jason - party headline act - via Clerk
	2-Jan-24
	
	160.00
	
	22.64
	


8. 
Invoices/Quotations  - None
9. 
Statement of Accounts
The most recent reconciled bank statements are recorded below. However as the cash book is always more up to date than the bank statements the latest position (un-reconciled) is shown in the accounts above with the totals shown at ‘Current Balance – Cash Book’  below.
 Date of 

Current Balance 







Statement

Cash Book     










      £
Business Instant Access Account 
              29/09/2023

 45,983.20

             

Current Account
                 

01/12/2023      
   
   9,818.18
Imprest Account
                

01/12/2023    
 
  -1,621.54
Petty Cash Account
              

03/01/2024

        22.64   
      









            £54,202.48

Please note: Imprest account NOT overdrawn > book entry only
The situation regarding the Trust fund is recorded below for information.
RPHT Current A/C                                                  Date                        Chq                      Exp                Inc                Balance
	John Heap (work on  P H roof - Playgroup)
	5-Dec-23
	0199
	236.00
	
	14,054.86

	Kim Moo Music (7 November)
	7-Nov-23
	
	
	24.00
	14,078.86

	WCBC Strength & Balance Exercise Gp 
	10-Nov-23
	
	
	396.00
	14,474.86

	Caia Park Partnership (Oct)
	10-Nov-23
	
	
	105.00
	14,579.86

	Paige Street Dance (Nov)  
	24-Nov-23
	
	
	48.00
	14,627.86

	Playgroup
	27-Nov-23
	
	
	110.00
	14,737.86

	BCU Cardiac Rehab Group (Oct)
	1-Dec-23
	
	
	96.00
	14,833.86

	Transfer from Petty Cash
	18-Dec-23
	
	
	1,030.00
	15,863.86


RPHT Petty Cash A/C                                                 Date                            Rec No                 Exp                   Inc        Balance         Bank
	Rachel Clark (kids party)
	4-Nov-23
	3372
	
	39.50
	427.02
	

	Tuesday Club
	7-Nov-23
	3374
	
	18.00
	445.02
	

	Nicola Morris (deposit kids party 7/1)
	7-Nov-23
	3375
	
	10.00
	455.02
	

	D Sides Dance Class
	7-Nov-23
	3376
	
	15.00
	470.02
	

	Indoor Bowls
	8-Nov-23
	3377
	
	18.00
	488.02
	

	John Lord Tai Chi class (Wed & Fri)
	10-Nov-23
	3378
	
	30.00
	518.02
	

	Sarah Tuston-Roberts (dep kids party 6/1)
	13-Nov-23
	3379
	
	10.00
	528.02
	

	Kim Moo Music
	14-Nov-23
	3380
	
	24.00
	552.02
	

	Tuesday Club
	14-Nov-23
	3381
	
	18.00
	570.02
	

	Snooker Group
	14-Nov-23
	3382
	
	12.50
	582.52
	

	ECG Quiz Night fundraiser - held 10/11
	14-Nov-23
	3383
	
	39.00
	621.52
	

	John Lord Tai Chi class (Wed)
	15-Nov-23
	3384
	
	18.00
	639.52
	

	Indoor Bowls
	15-Nov-23
	3385
	
	18.00
	657.52
	

	Joanne Hennessey (kids party 3/12)
	17-Nov-23
	3386
	
	43.00
	700.52
	

	Janet Williams (Craft Fair)
	18-Nov-23
	3387
	
	36.00
	736.52
	

	Charlotte Roberts (kids party)
	19-Nov-23
	3388
	
	36.00
	772.52
	

	Transfer to current 
	20-Nov-23
	
	
	
	511.52
	261.00

	Kim Moo Music
	21-Nov-23
	3389
	
	24.00
	535.52
	

	Tuesday Club
	21-Nov-23
	3390
	
	18.00
	553.52
	

	Snooker Group
	21-Nov-23
	3391
	
	10.00
	563.52
	

	Indoor Bowls
	22-Nov-23
	3392
	
	18.00
	581.52
	

	Paper banqueting roll (for events)
	23-Nov-23
	
	15.99
	
	565.53
	

	Beth Tudor (deposit kids party 4/2)
	23-Nov-23
	3393
	
	10.00
	575.53
	

	John Lord Tai Chi class (Wed & Fri)
	24-Nov-23
	3394
	
	30.00
	605.53
	

	Mandy Roberts (Church bingo)
	24-Nov-23
	3395
	
	17.00
	622.53
	

	Mandy Roberts (dep kids party 15/3 & 22/11
	24-Nov-23
	3396
	
	20.00
	642.53
	

	Income > 'Tea Room' at the Parish Hall
	28-Nov-23
	
	
	77.75
	720.28
	

	Tuesday Club
	28-Nov-23
	3397
	
	18.00
	738.28
	

	Snooker Group
	28-Nov-23
	3398
	
	10.00
	748.28
	

	D Sides Dance Class
	28-Nov-23
	3399
	
	15.00
	763.28
	

	Indoor Bowls
	29-Nov-23
	3400
	
	18.00
	781.28
	

	John Lord Tai Chi class (Wed & Fri)
	1-Dec-23
	3401
	
	30.00
	811.28
	

	Rosie Ellis (kids party)
	2-Dec-23
	3402
	
	46.00
	857.28
	

	Snooker Group
	5-Dec-23
	3404
	
	10.00
	867.28
	

	Tuesday Club
	5-Dec-23
	3405
	
	18.00
	885.28
	

	D Sides Dance Class
	5-Dec-23
	3406
	
	15.00
	900.28
	

	Indoor Bowls
	6-Dec-23
	3407
	
	18.00
	918.28
	

	Income > 'Tea Room' at the Parish Hall
	7-Dec-23
	
	
	45.00
	963.28
	

	John Lord Tai Chi class (Wed & Fri)
	6-Dec-23
	3408
	
	30.00
	993.28
	

	Indoor Bowls
	8-Dec-23
	3409
	
	36.00
	1,029.28
	

	Emma Jones (kids party)
	9-Dec-23
	3410
	
	36.00
	1,065.28
	

	Snooker Group
	12-Dec-23
	3411
	
	12.50
	1,077.78
	

	Tuesday Club (2 weeks less bingo monies)
	12-Dec-23
	3412
	
	26.00
	1,103.78
	

	John Lord Tai Chi class (Wed)
	13-Dec-23
	3413
	
	15.00
	1,118.78
	

	Indoor Bowls
	13-Dec-23
	3414
	
	18.00
	1,136.78
	

	Laura Whittaker (kids party)
	17-Dec-23
	3415
	
	36.00
	1,172.78
	

	Transfer to current 
	18-Dec-23
	
	
	
	142.78
	1,030.00

	Snooker Group
	19-Dec-23
	3416
	
	7.50
	150.28
	

	Indoor Bowls
	20-Dec-23
	3417
	
	18.00
	168.28
	

	Christmas tree for the Parish Hall (via VM)
	21-Dec-23
	
	40.00
	
	128.28
	

	Income > 'Tea Room' at the Parish Hall
	21-Dec-23
	
	
	16.40
	144.68
	


Date of


Current Balance 







Statement

Cash Book

RPHT








        £



         
Current Account

  
             01/12/2023

  15,863.86

     


Petty Cash Account



03/01/2024
    
       144.68
         











£16,008.54

10. 
Budget Position - ECC situation noted.  
CHAIR_______________________________
DATED_______________________________
FULL COUNCIL
CHAIR : Cllr Jean Kelly
Agenda Items

1. 
Apologies – Cllrs Richard Elias, John Perkins & Sarah Love
2. 
Chair’s announcements – None
3. 
County Councillors’ Report – Cllr Mark Pritchard:
i) Cllr Pritchard mentioned that some ASB had been reported along the path leading into the park. Location is to be monitored.
ii) He also advised that he had been made aware of a couple of neighbourly disputes in the Esless Park and Henblas Road areas > but no further information given.
iii) Following discussion and a vote, as ‘Part 2’, the Community Council have decided to accept an initial payment of £50,000 from SG Estates relating to formal conditions contained within planning consent granted with regard to the development on National Trust land off Wrexham Road. Whilst further discussions are to take place ahead of giving consideration to vary the relevant planning condition, this initial amount is earmarked for specific works within the community and, once received, fuller details are to be debated by the Council. Action: Clerk advise SG Estates accordingly.
4. 
Declaration of interest – None
5.
Ratification of minutes from the meeting of Monday 11th December 2023 - unanimously ratified 
6.
Members’ Items/Action List
a) Police Liaison Meeting NWP/ECC held on the 3rd January 2024. Cllr Graham Blackmore read out the minutes/matters arising from the meeting....
Present:- PCSO Gethin Thomas, PCSO Megan Dickinson, Cllr Graham Blackmore and the Clerk, Bryn Jones. Apologies from Cllr John Perkins & Mark Pritchard.

December meeting: the Clerk advised that apologies had been received from PC Lucia Pritchard re NWP no-show in December.

Damage to Parish Hall fence on Fete day: the Clerk asked Gethin if he’d been able to find out what happened to the driver who hit the front fence of the Hall on Fete day and was understood to be driving under the influence of one substance or another. Gethin will look into the matter and advise accordingly. Later: e-mail received advising that the driver had been found guilty in Aug 2023 and had been the subject of a driving ban. At Council meeting: the Clerk was instructed to make enquiries as to the possibility of making a claim for the cost of repairs via the driver and/or his insurance. Action: Clerk look into the matter in Q1.
Motor bikes/scooters: Cllr Blackmore mentioned a recent incident where two quite powerful motorbikes had been spotted travelling along the disused railway line path. In addition, e-scooters remain a concern. NWP noted.

ASB: Gethin and Megan mentioned that there have been a few recent instances of youths throwing eggs at passing vehicles. NWP aware and investigating.

ASB: Officers also mentioned that a number of ‘knock doors and run’ incidents had been reported in Rhostyllen.

ASB: Regular patrols continue to the Memorial Gardens, but neither NWP nor ECC are aware of any incidents since the CCTV was installed.

ASB: Whilst some youngsters have been spotted sitting in the stand at the football ground, there have been no reports of any anti social behaviour.

Speeding: Gethin confirmed that he had attended both ends of Bersham Road with a ‘speed gun’. The Clerk advised that the Bersham village side was the more important and where NWP should position the Go-Safe vehicle IF able to arrange deployment in Esclusham.

Dogs: NWP advise that there have been issues with regard to a yellow Labrador running free, although it is understood that the owner has been spoken with. Cllr Blackmore and the Clerk mentioned that a number of, perhaps historical, incidents had previously been seen along the disused railway line path. A number of dogs are on long leashes.
Dogs: dog dirt remains a problem, especially in the park and football ground where the slightly longer grass makes deposits hard to locate. The Clerk confirmed that he would try and arrange for WCBC enforcement officers to visit > but this has proved difficult in the past.

At the meeting: whilst acknowledging that WCBC officers had previously visited Esclusham, the Clerk was instructed to ask if further visits can be arranged. Action: Clerk – Q1 2024.
b) Memorial Gardens statues – with Cllr Richard Elias having given apologies, the Clerk updated Councillors on the proposed collaborative working with Coleg Canbria. An offer to carry out some ‘light’ work on the memorial statues has been gratefully accepted by Cllr Elias although all parties have agreed it best to wait until March to progress the works. The Council will be kept up-to-date with regard to any developments.
7. 
Planning Items & Reports      
Applications
P/2023/0866 – application for the “formation of vehicular access (in retrospect)” at 63 Henblas Road, Rhostyllen, Wrexham. Already circulated. Following discussion, the Clerk instructed to advise WCBC that ECC have no objections to the application. Action: Clerk
Withdrawals

None

Reports/Appeals/Other
None
Determinations
None
8.

Correspondence  - for the attention of the Council    
a) WCBC – Town and Country Planning Act 1990/Town and Country Planning (trees) Regulations 1999 – Regulation 3 notice:- Tree Preservation Order: Wrexham County Borough Council, (Community of Esclusham) – TPO No 321/2023 – ‘Bersham Cricket Club, Bronwylfa Road, Rhostyllen’. This being a formal notice advising that on the 11th of December 2023, the Council made the aforementioned Tree Preservation Order. Copy of the covering letter from the WCBC Arboricultural Officer (Economy & Planning Services), Jon Brewin, shared with Councillors. Any comments, objections or representations must be sent by the 22nd of January 2024. Following discussion the Clerk instructed to advise WCBC that ECC support the TPO. Action: Clerk.
b) WCBC – Information on the Consultation for the proposed ‘Active Travel Scheme’ (phase 2) which will connect phase 1 to Brackenwood Close from Station Road. E-mail containing a link to the Consultation, along with full ‘Project Background’ details, sent to Councillors on the 18th December. No end-date advised, but all encouraged to have a look, leave comments and share as they see fit. Cllr Mark Pritchard said a few words regarding the project and with funds already secured, it is a matter of waiting for the result/outcome of the consultation. End date 16th January - Noted
c) WCBC – Playwork Provision. Further to the minute entry on the 11th of December (below).... 
f) WCBC - from Gareth Stacey, WCBC Assistant Team Lead – Play & Youth, regarding ‘Funding for Staffed Play Provision in 2024/25’. Letter shared with members.

For 2024/25, the Local Authority, are, once again, encouraging the take-up of two hour long play sessions and are also looking at regular all year round delivery, although provision during the school holidays is also available. All details contained in the said letter and members encouraged to look at options and perhaps request, once again, a bespoke SLA, similar to recent years. The Clerk mentioned that, unfortunately for 2024/25, it does not appear that the final cost is to be offset by a contribution from the Welsh Government. 
  Following discussion the Clerk was instructed to ask for WCBC costings for:

a) 3 hours per day x 4 days per week x over the 6 week summer holiday

b) 2 hours per day x 4 days per week x over the 6 week summer holiday

c) 3 hours per day x 3 days per week x over the 6 week summer holiday






Action: Clerk

Once figures have been received, these can be included on the January agenda and a decision taken for the 2024/25 provision.

Costs received for the above plus one other option:



a) £5,621.82 for 3h per day x 4d per week x 6w summer hols (as 2023/24)



b) £4,216.36 for 3h per day x 3d per week x 6w summer hols



c) £4,701.53 for 2h per day x 4d per week x 6w summer hols

d) £4,897.42 for 2h per day x 3d per week x every holiday (being: 6w summer hols, 2w Easter hols, 1w Whit/May half term, 1w October half term = 10 weeks)

The Clerk reminded that the draft budget for 2024/25 has a figure of £4,000 allocated, so this will require tweaking somewhat in March, ahead of a final ratification > how much dependant on which of the above options chosen. 

Following discussion the Council unanimously decided upon option (a), being what has been in place over the past few years (pandemic notwithstanding). Action: Clerk advise WCBC that, for 2024/25, ECC wish to arrange playwork provision for: 3 hours per day x 4 days per week (Tue > Fri) x over the 6 week summer holiday.
d) ‘The D-Day 80 Lamp Light of Peace’. Further to receipt of the original ‘Guide to taking part’, shared with councillors on the 9th of November, which appeared at correspondence (a) on the November agenda, an updated page regarding the ’80 Lamp Light of Peace’ received. Forwarded to Councillors on the 3/1. It is noted that the guide is now several pages longer than when originally received and Councillors encouraged to re-visit the document. Noted
e) Pre-application consultation – re: the proposed Energy Storage System at Land North of Bronwylfa Road, Rhostyllen, Wrexham. Acknowledgement from Innova > Esclusham Community Council response to the consultation. Copy of e-mail dated 3/1 shared with Councillors. Richard Turner, Lead Planning Manager, Innova Renewables Development advises “We have noted a number of concerns raised within the submission and would welcome an opportunity to discuss this if that would be of interest to the Council. We will also be providing a full and detailed review of all comments received and addressing these within our planning submission”. Following discussion, it was decided to defer matters for a few weeks and to re-visit by the end of Q1 2024. The Clerk confirmed that he is already on diary from ‘actions arising’ in December 2023.
9.
Items for the Clerk 
a) Senior Citizens Christmas Party > the Clerk advised that the collection for the Esclusham scouts raised the sum of £188.84 and that the monies had been passed to one of the leaders, Pete Jones. 
b) Llwyneinion Woods > the Clerk gave a brief update following the recent article in the monthly newsletter of Simon Baynes MP/AS. It is believed that a representation of the local community now formally own Llwyneinion Woods and, they very much hope, to be in a position to commence restoring the woodland to its previous state during 2024. As previously advised, the Council reminded that Llwyneinion Woods now enjoy formal ‘Village Green status’.
c) Dynamic Security Systems re CCTV at the Memorial Gardens > Cllr Phil Penk gave a brief update now that the CCTV system was in-situ and working. Cllr Penk also confirmed that ECC had signed an agreement regarding ongoing, annual support from the installer. 
CHAIR_________________________________________________

                                         DATED_________________________________________________
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