ESCLUSHAM COMMUNITY COUNCIL
Minutes: Council Meeting Monday 14th March 2022  
Present: Cllrs John Perkins, Nat Cargius, Mabyn Pickering, Richard Elias, Claire Luckock, Gemma Richards, Graham Blackmore, Phil Penk, Val Morgan, Jean Kelly, Vic Davies & Mark Pritchard 
Apologies: Cllrs Nicola Williams & Sarah Love
PRELIMINARIES

1.          North Wales Police: present PCSO Ryan Williams, who, having recently joined the Offa/Esclusham team, was introduced by the Chair.


Firstly, Ryan went through the February Police Update:
i) Details of the updated ‘Offa/Esclusham’ team shared with the Council. PCSOs Ryan Williams and Laura Cooper new to the team.
ii) Ryan advised that there had been a number of incidents around the village including theft of a vehicle, a case of ‘hate related’ comments/attempted assault, and an actual assault on a youth. All these are under ongoing investigations by North Wales Police.

iii) Apart from what detailed above – no ASB.

iv) Patrols are being conducted in targeted areas throughout the day and evening to deter any criminal activity and develop further intelligence in those areas.

Councillors were invited to ask questions of Ryan:
i) Following concerns expressed regarding drug use in the community, it was confirmed that NWP are aware of the individuals involved. No details shared.
ii) NWP asked to look at more regular attendance outside Ysgol Rhostyllen at start and end of day – inconsiderate parking once again an issue. The Clerk advised that WCBC have confirmed that the new fence outside the school, was to be erected during the Easter fortnight break. Ryan confirmed that officers would look to attend on an ad-hoc basis.

iii) A number of Councillors mentioned speeding hot-spots – especially of concern: 

+ Wrexham Road running through Rhostyllen village from the Croesfoel roundabout to Felin Puleston – but especially around the entrance to Esless.
+ Bersham Road – along the stretch from Wrexham, into Bersham along with the actual traffic calming area, where recent road improvements, whilst visually enhancing the thoroughfare, has enabled vehicles to travel even faster through the area in question.

+ Johnstown Road – leading from the Croesfoel roundabout towards Pentrebychan and Johnstown, especially the short length of road with a 60mph (NSL) just before the said roundabout.

Ryan confirmed that the concerns, all previously flagged, would be noted and the details passed-on to his superiors. It is very much hoped to see an increased police presence in these areas.

The Chair thanked Ryan for attending and he left the meeting.
FINANCE COMMITTEE 
Chair : Cllr Richard Elias 
Agenda Items
1.
Apologies – Cllrs Nicola Williams & Sarah Love 
2.
Chair’s announcements – none
3.
Declaration of interest – none 
4.
Ratification of minutes from the meeting of Monday 14th February 2022  – unanimously ratified
5.
Members’ Items - none 
6.
Bank Transactions  



Current Account (09/02/2022 > 09/03/2022)
Current A/C                                                          Date                      Chq                      Exp                Inc                  Balance
	WCBC (contribution towards Playscheme)
	1-Feb-22
	4621
	2,580.00
	
	12,879.46

	WCBC (m9 - commercial refuse) 
	4-Jan-22
	D/D
	77.33
	
	12,802.13

	Transfer to Imprest
	4-Jan-22
	Auto tfr
	274.68
	
	12,527.45

	Hafren Dyfrdwy - water 
	5-Jan-22
	D/D
	148.14
	
	12,379.31

	Transfer to Imprest
	5-Jan-22
	Auto tfr
	300.00
	
	12,079.31

	Southern Electric (Parish Hall) 
	10-Jan-22
	D/D
	231.85
	
	11,847.46

	Transfer to Imprest
	10-Jan-22
	Auto tfr
	274.68
	
	11,572.78

	Transfer to Imprest
	11-Jan-22
	Auto tfr
	60.34
	
	11,512.44

	Transfer to Imprest
	13-Jan-22
	Auto tfr
	587.56
	
	10,924.88

	BT
	17-Jan-22
	D/D
	172.08
	
	10,752.80

	Transfer to Imprest
	17-Jan-22
	Auto tfr
	274.68
	
	10,478.12

	Avanti (Gas - initial 7 weeks of contract)
	18-Jan-22
	D/D
	1,013.63
	
	9,464.49

	Southern Electric (street lighting)
	24-Jan-22
	D/D
	722.12
	
	8,742.37

	Transfer to Imprest
	24-Jan-22
	Auto tfr
	274.68
	
	8,467.69

	Transfer to Imprest
	25-Jan-22
	Auto tfr
	140.65
	
	8,327.04

	Transfer to Imprest
	26-Jan-22
	Auto tfr
	50.00
	
	8,277.04

	Loan repayment - PWLB (HY)
	31-Jan-22
	D/D
	1,725.57
	
	6,551.47

	Transfer to Imprest
	31-Jan-22
	Auto tfr
	274.68
	
	6,276.79

	WCBC (m10 - commercial refuse) 
	1-Feb-22
	D/D
	77.33
	
	6,199.46

	Transfer to Imprest
	1-Feb-22
	Auto tfr
	86.23
	
	6,113.23

	Cheque destroyed
	10-Feb-22
	4622
	0.00
	
	6,113.23

	Viking (cleaning items etc -  for the Parish Hall)
	10-Feb-22
	4623
	53.53
	
	6,059.70

	Transfer from business savings
	14-Feb-22
	
	
	8,000.00
	14,059.70

	Bryn Jones (February salary)
	22-Feb-22
	4624
	1,549.90
	
	12,509.80

	JRB Enterprise (8,000  poop scoop bags)
	22-Feb-22
	4625
	134.59
	
	12,375.21

	WCBC - Q3 school crossing patrol
	22-Feb-22
	4626
	1,212.50
	
	11,162.71

	Defib Store (defib box for fitting at China Star)
	22-Feb-22
	4627
	481.44
	
	10,681.27

	Cantab Electrical Ltd (6m em light check)
	25-Feb-22
	4628
	84.00
	
	10,597.27

	Defib Store (defib box for fitting at Black Lion)
	25-Feb-22
	4629
	475.44
	
	10,121.83

	SLCC (Clerk membership) 2022/23
	25-Feb-22
	4630
	215.00
	
	9,906.83


Imprest Account (09/02/2022 > 09/03/2022)
Imprest A/C                                                                     Date                         Chq                      Exp                Inc                   Balance
	D Jenkins (wk 44 o/t)
	7-Feb-22
	1724
	39.24
	
	18.71

	Transfer from current
	4-Jan-22
	Auto tfr
	
	274.68
	293.39

	Transfer from current
	5-Jan-22
	Auto tfr
	
	300.00
	593.39

	Transfer from current
	10-Jan-22
	Auto tfr
	
	274.68
	868.07

	Transfer from current
	11-Jan-22
	Auto tfr
	
	60.34
	928.41

	Transfer from current
	13-Jan-22
	Auto tfr
	
	587.56
	1,515.97

	Transfer from current
	17-Jan-22
	Auto tfr
	
	274.68
	1,790.65

	Transfer from current
	24-Jan-22
	Auto tfr
	
	274.68
	2,065.33

	Transfer from current
	25-Jan-22
	Auto tfr
	
	140.65
	2,205.98

	Transfer from current
	26-Jan-22
	Auto tfr
	
	50.00
	2,255.98

	Transfer from current
	31-Jan-22
	Auto tfr
	
	274.68
	2,530.66

	Transfer from current
	1-Feb-22
	Auto tfr
	
	86.23
	2,616.89

	HMRC (5 February)
	9-Feb-22
	1723
	590.45
	
	2,026.44

	Alan Williams (photos P H) rev entry 10/5
	9-Feb-22
	1679
	-3.68
	
	2,030.12

	L Breeze (wk 45)
	14-Feb-22
	S/O
	137.34
	
	1,892.78

	D Jenkins (wk 45)
	14-Feb-22
	S/O
	137.34
	
	1,755.44

	D Jenkins (wk 45 o/t)
	14-Feb-22
	1725
	113.86
	
	1,641.58

	L Breeze (wk 45 o/t)
	14-Feb-22
	1726
	39.24
	
	1,602.34

	L Breeeze (wk 46)
	21-Feb-22
	S/O
	137.34
	
	1,465.00

	D Jenkins (wk 46)
	21-Feb-22
	S/O
	137.34
	
	1,327.66

	D Jenkins (wk 46 o/t)
	21-Feb-22
	1727
	214.51
	
	1,113.15

	L Breeeze (wk 47)
	28-Feb-22
	S/O
	137.34
	
	975.81

	D Jenkins (wk 47)
	28-Feb-22
	S/O
	137.34
	
	838.47

	L Breeze (wk 47 o/t)
	28-Feb-22
	1728
	108.94
	
	729.53

	L Breeeze (wk 48)
	7-Mar-22
	S/O
	137.34
	
	592.19

	D Jenkins (wk 48)
	7-Mar-22
	S/O
	137.34
	
	454.85


7. 
Cash Transactions
Petty Cash Account (09/02/2022 > 09/03/2022)
Petty Cash A/C                                                           Date                  Rec No              Exp                 Inc             Balance           Bank
	Transfer from Imprest 
	17-Jan-22
	
	
	50.00
	77.57
	


8. 
Invoices/Quotations
a) Renewal of the street lighting supply contract with SSE: The Council’s brokers, LSI, furnished recommendations, all with SSE, and these were shared with the Council. However, in view of the current uncertainty regarding utility/power costs, the Council were unanimous in wishing to remain on the ‘standard’ (variable business rate) which is, at the present time anyway, the cheapest option. The Clerk was instructed to advise the broker accordingly and to also diarise for late Q2, whereupon the matter can be re-visited and, perhaps further quotations requested. Action: Clerk to advise Broker of decision and look to diarise for two months to re-visit.
9. 
Statement of Accounts
The most recent reconciled bank statements are recorded below. However as the cash book is always more up to date than the bank statements the latest position (un-reconciled) is shown in the accounts above with the totals shown at ‘Current Balance – Cash Book’  below.
 Date of 

Current Balance 







Statement

Cash Book









    
     
      £

   
Business Instant Access Account 
              31/12/2022
               37,127.27

             

Current Account
                 

01/02/2022        
   
   9,906.83
    
Imprest Account
                

01/02/2022
        
      454.85
Petty Cash Account
              

09/03/2022
   
        77.57 









            £47,566.52

The situation regarding the Trust fund is recorded below for information.
RPHT Current A/C                                                  Date                        Chq                      Exp                Inc                Balance
	John Heap Joinery (repair window fittings)
	1-Feb-22
	0111
	135.00
	
	34,412.47

	Jonathan Williams (annual checks boilers etc)
	9-Feb-22
	0112
	350.00
	
	34,062.47

	Aikido Class (extra 'goodwill' payment)
	10-Jan-22
	
	
	20.00
	34,082.47

	Playgroup
	25-Jan-22
	
	
	110.00
	34,192.47

	Paige Street Dance (Jan)
	31-Jan-22
	
	
	20.00
	34,212.47

	Transfer from Petty Cash
	14-Feb-22
	
	
	445.00
	34,657.47


RPHT Petty Cash A/C                                                 Date                            Rec No                 Exp                   Inc        Balance         Bank
	Rachel Jarvis (deposit kids party 30/7)
	6-Feb-22
	2871
	
	10.00
	383.79
	

	Tuesday Club
	8-Feb-22
	2872
	
	15.00
	398.79
	

	D Sides Dance Class
	8-Feb-22
	2873
	
	15.00
	413.79
	

	Indoor Bowls
	9-Feb-22
	2874
	
	15.00
	428.79
	

	Ellen Haley - Scouts
	10-Feb-22
	2875
	
	10.00
	438.79
	

	John Lord Tai Chi class (Wed & Fri)
	11-Feb-22
	2876
	
	25.00
	463.79
	

	Chloe Griffiths (kids party)
	12-Feb-22
	2877
	
	19.00
	482.79
	

	Transfer to current 
	14-Feb-22
	
	
	
	37.79
	445.00

	Tuesday Club
	15-Feb-22
	2878
	
	15.00
	52.79
	

	Indoor Bowls
	16-Feb-22
	2879
	
	15.00
	67.79
	

	D Sides Dance Class
	17-Feb-22
	2880
	
	10.00
	77.79
	

	Natalina Ford (kids party)
	20-Feb-22
	2881
	
	29.00
	106.79
	

	Tuesday Club
	22-Feb-22
	2882
	
	15.00
	121.79
	

	Indoor Bowls
	23-Feb-22
	2883
	
	15.00
	136.79
	

	Louise Davies (deposit kids party 3/4)
	25-Feb-22
	2884
	
	10.00
	146.79
	

	John Lord Tai Chi class (Wed, Wed & Fri)
	25-Feb-22
	2885
	
	35.00
	181.79
	

	Rhian Cox (deposit kids party 26/3)
	28-Feb-22
	2886
	
	10.00
	191.79
	

	Kim Moo Music
	1-Mar-22
	2887
	
	20.00
	211.79
	

	Tuesday Club
	1-Mar-22
	2888
	
	15.00
	226.79
	

	D Sides Dance Class
	1-Mar-22
	2889
	
	15.00
	241.79
	

	Michelle Hughes (deposit kids party 25/9)
	2-Mar-22
	2890
	
	10.00
	251.79
	

	Gemma Buxton (deposit kids party 10/4)
	2-Mar-22
	2891
	
	10.00
	261.79
	

	John Lord Tai Chi class (Wed)
	2-Mar-22
	2892
	
	10.00
	271.79
	

	Indoor Bowls
	2-Mar-22
	2893
	
	15.00
	286.79
	

	Claire Freestone (deposit kids party 1/10)
	4-Mar-22
	2894
	
	10.00
	296.79
	

	John Lord Tai Chi class (Fri)
	4-Mar-22
	2895
	
	15.00
	311.79
	






Date of


Current Balance 







Statement

Cash Book

RPHT








         £
Current Account

  
              01/02/2022

     34,657.47
     

Petty Cash Account



09/03/2022
    
          311.79









       
  £34,969.26

10. 
Budget Position - ECC situation noted.  
IN ADDITION: suggested adjustments to the 2022/23 draft budget, originally approved in December were shared with the Council. Whilst the Council are agreeable in principle to ratifying the updated budget, Cllr Mark Pritchard, in view of the undoubted uncertainty regarding the utility costs, proposed that a further, bespoke, meeting be arranged in late March to look at the budget, with possible tweaks or further actions for 2022/23. Cllr Phil Penk proposed that the meeting be arranged for the same evening as the S137 meeting – unanimously ratified. Action: Clerk to be on diary to send out the agenda for the above meeting to be held on the 28th of March.

CHAIR_______________________________       

DATED_______________________________
FULL COUNCIL
CHAIR : Cllr John Perkins
Agenda Items

1. 
Apologies –   Cllrs Nicola Williams & Sarah Love 
2. 
Chair’s announcements – none
3. 
County Councillors’ Reports – Cllr Mark Pritchard 
i) The footpath leading from Station Road to, ultimately, the park has been completed. There are also plans for ‘phase 2’ improvements in the area.
ii) Three new green bins have been placed on order via WCBC and, when received, expected to be in April, and fitted, members will be advised of precise locations.
iii) H&S issue on West Grove: Cllr Pritchard advised that there had been a serious incident with regard to a street lighting column on West Grove, following the recent high winds. One of the ‘solar/wind’ lighting columns had sheared and had fallen into a residents garden. Fortunately there was no damage to person nor property. WCBC have, for the present, decommissioned all such lighting columns within the County Borough. The Local Authority are dealing with the matter ongoing, liaising with the manufacturers, and Cllr Pritchard will keep the Community Council appraised of any developments..
iv) Station Road – Cllr Pritchard believes that building work being undertaken at a property on Station Road is not in accordance with planning approval and asks the Council if financial support, up to a maximum figure of £200, could be given to utilise the skills an expert in the field to look at the planning approval against the ongoing work to establish whether or not there have been any contraventions. Councillors gave unanimous approval for the proposed course of action. Action: Cllr Pritchard to move matters along – ECC will cover any costs incurred up to a maximum of £200.
v) WCBC are undertaking ongoing works with regard to the removal of dead, dying and dangerous trees along the disused railway line path. Cllr Pritchard advised that the Local Authority will replace all trees removed with plants and shrubs, which will have less of a negative impact on nearby properties.
vi) Cllr Val Morgan asked if WCBC could remove a piece of old wooden fencing along the railway line path. Cllr Pritchard confirmed that he knew of the matter and that WCBC officers would be removing the said fence in due course.
vii) Cllr Morgan also asked what works were planned on Celmar Grove as the residents had received notices of impending works. Cllr Pritchard advised that the road was earmarked for resurfacing during March.
viii) Whilst discussing various planned works, Cllr Pritchard said that WCBC are to remove all the ivy that has encroached onto pavements in the Bersham area. Work imminent.
ix) Summerfields – concerns expressed regarding potholes. Cllr Pritchard advised that any such concerns be raised directly with WCBC
4. 
Declaration of interest – none
5.
Ratification of minutes from the meeting of Monday 14th February 2022 - unanimously ratified
6.
Members’ Items/Action List
a) NWP/ECC police liaison meeting – report following 9th March meeting. Cllr John Perkins read out the minutes from said meeting:
i) Present: PC Lucia Pritchard, PCSO Ryan Williams, Cllr Graham Blackmore, Cllr John Perkins, Cllr Mark Pritchard and the Clerk, Bryn Jones

ii) Police update > February: Lucia went through this briefly, but there was very little to report. Some ongoing incidents but no ASBs. Copies will be shared with the full Council on Monday – see Police section, above.
iii) Meeting 14/3: It was confirmed that Ryan would be attending.

iv) Meeting 14/2: Further to written apologies from Sgt Dave Smith and PC Lucia Pritchard, the latter wished to verbally apologise for the NTU. The Clerk confirmed that an e-mail, detailing the reason for NWP non-attendance at the February Council meeting, was sent out to all Councillors on the 15/2.

v) Parking > outside the school: Cllr Mark Pritchard asked that police visit once again as there had been a number of traffic issues on School Street – Lucia confirmed that officers would attend. Cllr Pritchard advised that ECC are to match-fund WCBC to install a longer, and improved, fence along the school frontage. Work earmarked for the Easter holiday fortnight.

vi) Parking > outside the Co-Op: Cllr Pritchard advised that the installation of the bollards thereat had substantially reduced the number of complaints  he was receiving regarding ‘near misses’ between drivers and pedestrians.

vii) Speeding > Johnstown to Croesfoel roundabout: Once again concerns were expressed regarding the speed of traffic through Pentrebychan and the, apparent, anomaly of having a 60mph (national speed limit) zone of a few hundred yards, if that, between Packsaddle, up to where it’s 40mph from Johnstown, and the aforementioned roundabout. This has been mentioned to WCBC more than once. Cllr Pritchard mentioned that it was unlikely that the Local Authority would look at reducing the limit unless things change.

viii) Speeding > Bersham Road: The Clerk asked Lucia if NWP were still visiting the area with a speed-gun. Lucia believed so, but was unsure. The Clerk was asked to contact WCBC to ask when the ‘speed monitoring equipment’, would be placed along Bersham Road. Action: the Clerk was instructed to place the matter on the agenda for the next Police Liaison meeting and to also write to Inspector Hughes regarding the concerns.
ix) Enforcement – dog fouling: The Clerk mentioned correspondence received from Offa CC about police responsibilities regarding enforcement. Neither Lucia nor Ryan are aware of the matter. The said correspondence will be placed on the April agenda for information to Councillors.

x) E-Scooters:  E-scooters: issues appeared to have died down somewhat – at least locally !

b) ‘Steel Houses’ site, Bersham – update/proposals for 2022. Cllr Val Morgan expressed concerns as to the apparent inaction of WCBC to the Community Council’s request/plans for looking at biodiversity related improvements at the ‘Steel Houses’ site. The Clerk was instructed to liaise with Cllr Mark Pritchard and look to contact Julie Francis, Head of Department at WCBC to see if things can be progressed. Action: Clerk.
c) Cllr Val Morgan also updated the Council as to developments and proposals regarding the small area of land near the Crematorium. Cllr Morgan, along with Pentrebychan ward Councillor, John Perkins, recently met representatives of WCBC on site to look at options and to establish what the Community Council can, and cannot, do. It transpires that the original work in establishing a ‘seating area’ and planting schemes at the site in question was undertaken by the Community Council > although no one on the current Council is able to recollect. However, as the area in question has been overgrown for a number of years, with little clearance work undertaken, the Local Authority are agreeable to representatives of Esclusham Community Council undertaking minor works to improve the plot and to its re-invigoration as a place to be able to sit and contemplate nature.
In the first instance, Cllr Morgan advised, WCBC will undertake a clearance of the area, whereupon the Community Council will have authority to undertake a planting scheme and minor improvements to the benches and, possibly, the fencing. It is very much hoped that matters can progress in April.
Cllr Morgan also mentioned other, possible, planting schemes that are being looked at within Esclusham, where grants will be sought where possible/available. More details will be shared with the Community Council when more precise details are known. In addition, Cllr Mark Pritchard advised that WCBC have earmarked two areas within Esclusham where wild flower meadows are to be established. Again, any developments will be shared with the Council.
d) Further to an initial suggestion by Cllr Nat Cargius, Cllr Val Morgan asked the Council for permission to make enquiries regarding the installation of ‘Heritage plaques’ at selected locations along the Bersham Road from the car park entrance to the turning into Y Ddol. The Council unanimously agreed that Cllr Cargius and Morgan can look at options, although all are aware that funding will need to be sought should matters progress. Action: Clerk to diarise for Q2 and to liaise with both Councillors.
7. 
Planning Items & Reports      
Applications
P/2022/1040 – application for “Listed Building Consent for removal of chimney” at Esclusham Hall Farm, Legacy, Rhostyllen, Wrexham. Already circulated and as any responses are required by the 4th of March, members asked for comments, or to request an extension, by the 3rd of March. Action taken: WCBC advised on the 3/3 that ECC have no objections to the application. Noted
P/2022/0190 – application for the “erection of porch and construction of parking area” at Kitale, Wrexham Road, Johnstown, Wrexham. Already circulated. Following discussion the Clerk was instructed to advise WCBC that ECC have no objections to the application. Action: Clerk
Withdrawals
P/2021/1178 – application for the “erection of dwelling” at Hillcroft, Wrexham Road, Pentrebychan, Wrexham. Application withdrawn. Noted
Reports/Appeals/Other
None
Determinations
None
8.

Correspondence  - for the attention of the Council    
a) Domestic Abuse Safety Unit (DASU) North Wales – e-mail detailing their work and asking if the Community Council could consider making a donation towards their costs. The Council instructed the Clerk to place the request in the S137 file for consideration in late Q1 2022. Action: Clerk
b) Llangollen International Musical Eisteddfod – letter giving some detail about the Eisteddfod and asking if the Community Council could “continue to support us both financially and ideologically in any way that you can to help us continue our important work”. The Council instructed the Clerk to place the request in the S137 file for consideration in late Q1 2022. Action: Clerk


c) Wrexham Public Services Board – e-mail advising that PSBs in Wales must prepare, and publish, a well-being assessment once every five years in line with the requirements of the Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015. A draft has been prepared and, as a statutory consultee, as set out in legislation, the Community Council are invited to participate in a consultation to help finalise the well-being assessment. E-mail and attachment, being a 72 page draft well-being assessment, forwarded to all Councillors on the 21/2 – for perusal prior to the meeting. The consultation survey is open until the 28th of March and the Council are asked to review the draft and respond as intimated in the aforementioned e-mail. Based on feedback, amendments may be made, and the final version produced by the 5th of May. Following discussion > Noted

d) SLCC – renewal of the Clerk’s annual membership at £215 for SLCC (Society of Local Council Clerks). Figure calculated from the current gross annual salary. As membership previously authorised by the Community Council: SLCC cheque sent > memberships to continue for 2022/23 – as from 1/4. Noted
e) Esclusham Fete Committee – letter requesting various support from the Community Council for the planned 2022 Fete due to be held on the 25th of June. Copy letter shared with all members. Following discussion, the Council were unanimous in agreeing to all points/requests contained in the letter. Action: Clerk to liaise with the Fete Committee and proceed accordingly.
9.
Items for the Clerk
a) Section 137 meeting arranged for the 28th of March. Action: Clerk to be on diary to send out agenda in a timely fashion. 
CHAIR_________________________________________________

                                         DATED_________________________________________________
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